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Historical backgroundHistorical background

Creation of Single Market in 1993

Uniform controls at the 
Community's external border
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Community competencesCommunity competences

Protection of the cultural heritage:Protection of the cultural heritage:

by controlling the export of protected cultural by controlling the export of protected cultural 
goodsgoods

by helping to return unlawfully removed cultural by helping to return unlawfully removed cultural 
goods to thegoods to the Member State of originMember State of origin
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Legal baseLegal base

Council Regulation (EEC) Council Regulation (EEC) No 3911/92No 3911/92 on the export of   on the export of   
cultural goodscultural goods

Commission Regulation  (EEC) No. Commission Regulation  (EEC) No. 752/93 752/93 laying down laying down 
provisions for implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No. provisions for implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 
3911/92 as last amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No. 3911/92 as last amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No. 
656/2004656/2004

Council Directive Council Directive 93/7/EEC93/7/EEC on the return of cultural objects on the return of cultural objects 
unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member Stateunlawfully removed from the territory of a Member State
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AdvisoryAdvisory CommitteeCommittee
TheThe advisoryadvisory CommitteeCommittee forfor CulturalCultural GoodsGoods

assistsassists thethe Commission in Commission in thethe
administrationadministration

ensuresensures participationparticipation of of MemberMember StatesStates
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WhichWhich goodsgoods areare coveredcovered??

TheThe goodsgoods coveredcovered areare includedincluded in in thethe
AnnexAnnex

to Regulation no. 3911/1992to Regulation no. 3911/1992
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WhichWhich goodsgoods areare coveredcovered??
ExamplesExamples ValueValue
ArchaeologicalArchaeological objectsobjects
((moremore thanthan 100 100 yearsyears)) >> 0 0 €€
PaintingsPaintings >150.000 >150.000 €€
SculpturesSculptures >  50.000 >  50.000 €€
PhotographsPhotographs >  15.000 >  15.000 €€
BooksBooks ((moremore thanthan 100 100 yearsyears)) >  50.000 >  50.000 €€
ArchivesArchives >    >    0 0 €€
MapsMaps ((moremore thanthan 200 200 yearsyears) ) >  15.000 >  15.000 €€
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Export of Export of CulturalCultural GoodsGoods
PrinciplePrinciple

TheThe exportexport of of culturalcultural goodsgoods
requiresrequires authorisationauthorisation
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Competent authority 
issues licence on 

application  of exporters

Customs office of export
completes box 23 
on sheets 2 and 3

Presentation to customs 
office of Export

AuthorisationAuthorisation -- ProcedureProcedure
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AuthorisationAuthorisation -- ProcedureProcedure
 23 F OR  C OM P LET ION  B Y C UST OM S OF F IC E OF  EXP OR T

Signature and stamp

Customs office

M ember State

Export Declaration No

of

Brussels Customs Office
Belgium

4711
31/01/2006



European Commission - DG TAXUD

Competent authority 
issues licence on 

application  of exporters

To be presented to 
customs office of exit 

together with 
export declaration

Customs office of export
completes box 23 
on sheets 2 and 3

Customs office of exit 
endorses box 26 
on sheets 2 and 3

Presentation to customs 
office of Export

AuthorisationAuthorisation -- ProcedureProcedure
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AuthorisationAuthorisation -- ProcedureProcedure
 24 Photograph(s) of the cultural good(s)

(To be validated by the signature and the stamp of issuing authority)

 25 Supplementary pages
This form is accompanied by supplementary pages.

 26 Customs office of exit

Stamp

Note: Any unused space in box 9 or on accompanying supplementary pages shall be duly barred by the competent authorities

2 (minimum 9 x 12 cm)
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Competent authority 
issues licence on 

application  of exporters

To be presented to 
customs office of exit 

together with 
export declaration

Customs office of export
completes box 23 
on sheets 2 and 3

Customs office of exit 
endorses box 26 
on sheets 2 and 3

Sheet 2 
Holder

Sheet 3
Issuing authority

Presentation to customs 
office of Export

AuthorisationAuthorisation -- ProcedureProcedure
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IV. How to combat the illicit trade?IV. How to combat the illicit trade?

1.1. Customs controls Customs controls 
2.2. Consignments tackled by use of risk Consignments tackled by use of risk 

managementmanagement
3.3. Customs coCustoms co--operation on the basis of operation on the basis of 

Council Regulation No. 515/1997Council Regulation No. 515/1997
4.4. CoCo--operation with other enforcement  operation with other enforcement  

authorities following national procedures authorities following national procedures 
or within the framework on coor within the framework on co--operation operation 
for penal affairs.for penal affairs.
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Tools at our disposalTools at our disposal

1.1. National investigation servicesNational investigation services
2.2. Knowledge of tradeKnowledge of trade
3.3. Use of Mutual assistance Use of Mutual assistance 
4.4. Guidelines for administrative Guidelines for administrative 

cooperationcooperation
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ContactsContacts
DG TAXUDDG TAXUD
Mr. Mr. BerendsBerends
Andre.berends@cec.eu.intAndre.berends@cec.eu.int
0032/2/29632110032/2/2963211

Mr. Mr. KadnerKadner
Karlheinz.kadner@cec.eu.intKarlheinz.kadner@cec.eu.int
0032/2/29641230032/2/2964123
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Thank you!Thank you!

For more information please visit our website:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/custo
ms/information_notes/culturalgoods_en.htm

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DG TAXUD - C1

TAXUDTAXUD--C1@cec.eu.intC1@cec.eu.int


