Modernising the Professional Qualifications Directive
European Union (EU) citizens providing a wide range of professional services to consumers and business are essential stakeholders in our economy. Gaining employment or providing services in another Member State is a concrete example of how they can benefit from the Single Market. It has long been recognised that restrictive regulation of professional qualifications has the same stifling effect on mobility as discrimination on the grounds of nationality. Recognition of qualifications obtained in another Member State has thus become a fundamental building block of the Single Market.
Mobility of professionals is still low in the EU. Under the current system, the receiving Member State is responsible for the verification of the migrating professional's qualifications. This can create difficulties for the professional, who may need to submit translations of various documents. It can also be a difficult task for the competent authority in the receiving Member State, which may not be familiar with the way qualifications are acquired in other Member States. 
A European professional card, issued by the competent authority in the Member State where the qualification is acquired, and under the condition that the professional is entitled to practice, could facilitate the process by increasing the role of the Member State of departure at an early stage.
When issuing such a card, the competent authority in the Member State of departure would

have to check that applicants hold the correct qualifications and satisfy any other conditions

as may be required under a modernised Directive, for example that they are legally established or that their diplomas are authentic. This authority would also store the documents

which justified the issuance of the card and make them available to its counterpart in the receiving Member State, as necessary. To ensure mutual trust, the card would not be issued by

any commercial entities. When a profession is not regulated in the Member State of departure it would be up to that Member State to designate a competent public authority (e.g. contact points
) to issue the card. 
Under this system, authorities in the receiving Member State would not have to engage administrative resources to verify all the information that has already been examined by the 
Member State of departure. Verifying the validity of the card itself might be sufficient to confirm that the holder can exercise the profession in the host Member State.
The Internal Market Information System (IMI) could be relied upon in this context as a "back office" for cooperation between competent authorities. This would require that all competent authorities that issue and verify the card are registered with the IMI, allowing them to communicate with each other if they have any questions. A significant proportion of competent authorities across the EU are already registered; others are expected to register by the end of 2012.
� Article 57 of the Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications provides as follows:





“Each Member State shall designate, no later than 20 October 2007, a contact point whose remit shall be:





(a) to provide the citizens and contact points of the other Member States with such information as is necessary concerning the recognition of professional qualifications provided for in this Directive, such as information on the national legislation governing the professions and the pursuit of those professions, including social legislation, and, where appropriate, the rules of ethics;





(b) to assist citizens in realising the rights conferred on them by this Directive, in cooperation, where appropriate, with the other contact points and the competent authorities in the host Member State.





At the Commission’s request, the contact points shall inform the Commission of the result of enquiries with which they are dealing pursuant to the provisions of point (b) within two months of receiving them.”





