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= 1) The legal basis — the standards part of Directive

~ 98/34 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
22 June 1998 laying down a procedure for the
provision of information in the fields of technical
standards and requlation (OJ L 207 of 22.7.1998)

= 2) Standardisation as a strategic tool to support

ﬂmpean policies —
-ﬁFWhat needs to be done by candidate countries to

implement European standards policy




;-__Qirectiv_é 98/34 refers to standards in
several provisions. Key statuary provisions
with regard to standards are:

— the reference to the principles of the European
standardisation system (Coherence

ansparency, OPENNESS CORNS
WpMalths efficiency. ana
cision making based on national
representation) in the recitals of the Directive;




Tﬁe def|n|t10n of a standard as a written
- document, adopted by a recognized standards
pbody which is available to the public for

repeated or continuous application and which is
non-mandatory;

— the stipulation of an obligation. to; notify all" new
national standards;

gbe standstill obligation;
he Won to withdraw®

manﬂq stan S wWhen a European
standard has been developed,;




— the authorisation to request the elaboration of
European standards (“stamdardisation
mandate *);
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| Dlrecti\-i_e__ 98/34 is currently under revision. For the
~ standardisation part, the following key adjustments
are planned:

= extension of the scope of application.to service
standards;

= insertion of alternative standardisation products
#;lew Deliverables™) into the scope of application;

igation ean Standards'
o comply” with the principles of

standardisation when developing formal
standards.
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E Nowadays ‘standards play a promlnent role in
supporting EU policies. This takes place in the
following four areas:

— EU Legislation
— Support of the competitiveness of industry

gjpport ' needs T————
\V/ parriers to trade: at international

level



In"the context ofi the “"New. Approach” Ieglslatlon standardlsatlon has
.. been facilitating the establishment of the Single Market for goods since
the early 1980s

= As a consequence of its better regulation policy in the framework of the
revised Lisbon strategy to create more jobs and growth, the
Commission has committed itself to carrying out, more. systematically,
an impact assessment for important legislative projects. In this context,
alternatives and the least stringent solution must be considered.
Reference to voluntary standards is one possibility.

ince:. 1998, more than 20 legislative ave beeni adepted er
‘oposed whi i Eurep rds and concern areas

arket for goods. These areas include ICT,

[ces, transport, consumer and environmental protection.
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"= Standards provide added value and increase the
competitiveness of industry.

= In the context of the revised Lisbon strategy
aiming at the creation of more jobs and growth,
the Commission has incorporated and intends to
continue to incorporate the use of standards in

" Various documents_related to.its policiesi(esgn

w[@mﬁ for goeds and
rvices, innovation, defence, ICT)
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= Accessibility for all -

= Services



Remoyval of barriexs. to.trade.atinternationa
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=_The use ofi inte international standards helps to remove barriers
to trade. The Commission therefore promotes, together
with the European Standards Organisations and their
national members, the use of international standards.

= Also, with its standards policy at international level, the
Commission’s activities include participation in Business
J@gues support to the co- operatlon between European

ations, the promotionrofi

ﬂﬂaﬁd eptive | ory’ models such, as UN/ECE
technical aSS|stance




What needs to be done to implement European
srzrdards policy

_+*Set up and maintain a " national
Infrastructure in support of the European
Standardisation System

 Financial viability
* Application of standardisation principles by National

Standards Body
« Membership of ESOs and transposition of European

:standard —
S engIIEEEEEIEr ith  the

Commission



What needs to be done to implement European

srzrndards oolicy
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= The introduction of an institutional framewo
~ —standardization, including:

T e

rk on

= an autonomous institution separate from governmental
bodies;

= the voluntary character of standards;
= participation of interested parties;

ﬂsieation of standardisation principles; -
positio lonal level; -—
Icy on standardisation.




"The most recent important political documents
~ relating te-European standardisation are:

= The Commission Communication on the “Role of
European standardisation in the framework of
European policies and legislation® of 18 October
2004

= Jhe  Council Conclusions on European:

standardisati - 22 D 2200
= The A nifor European Standardisation of

October 2005




AII ﬂocumentS'?TE‘avallable at

URL.http.//europa.eu. int/comm/enterprise/
standards policy/index en.htm

Thank you for your attention
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