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European social statistics
Over the last decade the European Union has made major pro-
gress in producing internationally comparable data for monitor-
ing the social situation and trends across all Member States. This 
leaflet is a guide to help users understand the structure of Eurostat 
social statistics. It provides a concise overview of a wide range of 
statistics on social issues, such as demography, income and living 
conditions, labour market, education, and health. 

Population

Eurostat provides a large range of demographic data, including 
statistics on national and regional levels of population, which are 
supplemented by information on a range of demographic events 
(births, deaths, marriages and divorces, immigration and emigration)  
that influence the size, structure and characteristics of population 
groups. Every three years, Eurostat produces population projec-
tions, which aim to provide information about the likely future 
size and structure of the population. Eurostat also collects detailed 
information on different areas related to migration and asylum: 
foreign resident populations, annual flows of immigrants and 
emigrants, persons acquiring citizenship, information on asylum  
applicants and on asylum decisions, residence permits issued to non-
EU nationals and persons found illegally present in EU Member 
States, as well as socio-economic characteristics of migrants. These 
statistics provide the basis for the development and monitoring of 
EU policy initiatives in several areas, 
including the impact of migration on 
labour markets, the promotion of mi-
grant integration, the development of a 
common asylum system, and the pre-
vention of unauthorised migration and 
trafficking in human beings. The whole 
system of European social statistics can 
also benefit from the population and 
housing decennial census, which is a 
rich source of data of the precision and 
detail needed for administrative plan-
ning and policy-making. 
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Migrants in Europe
A statistical portrait of the first and second 
generation

Migration has become an increasingly important 
phenomenon for European societies. Patterns 
of migration flows can change greatly over 
time, with the size and composition of migrant 
populations reflecting both current and historical 
patterns of migration flows. Combined with the 
complexity and long-term nature of the migrant 
integration process, this can present challenges to 
policymakers who need good quality information 
on which to base decisions. It is important that the 
statistics should go beyond the basic demographic 
characteristics of migrants and present a wider 
range of socio-economic information on migrants 
and their descendants.

This publication looks at a broad range of 
characteristics of migrants living in the European 
Union and EFTA countries. It looks separately at 
foreign-born persons, foreign citizens and the 
second generation. It addresses a variety of aspects 
of the socio-economic situation of migrants 
including the labour market situation, income 
distribution and poverty. The effects of different 
migration-related factors (i.e. reason for migration, 
length of residence) are examined. The situation of 
migrants is compared to that of the non-migrant 
reference population.  

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
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Income and living conditions 

Reliable statistics, reflecting the multi-dimensional nature of poverty 
and social exclusion, are essential for monitoring the social protec-
tion and social inclusion process. The main source for these statistics 
is the European Union Statistics on Income and Living Conditions. 
Its primary focus is collecting information on the income and living 
conditions of different types of private households, as well as provid-
ing information on monetary poverty, material deprivation, social 
exclusion, housing conditions, labour, education and health status, 
as well as household composition. Eurostat 
also collects data on expenditure (covering 
social benefits, administration costs and 
other expenditure) and receipts of social 
protection, which are drawn up according 
to the European system of integrated so-
cial protection statistics methodology. The 
social protection benefits cover risks and 
needs that may arise from sickness and 
healthcare, disability, old age, survivors, 
family and children, unemployment and 
housing needs.

Labour market 

Labour market issues are at the heart of the social and political de-
bate. Labour market statistics cover a wide range of subjects, including  
employment and unemployment, quality of work, productivity, job va-
cancies, labour cost and earning, and labour market policies. A large 
share of Eurostat’s labour market statistics is based on the results of the 
following major statistical surveys: 

•	 EU Labour Force Survey, which is the main data source of in-
formation concerning the situation and trends within the labour 
market in the EU and provides a wealth of information on em-
ployment and unemployment, working time (full-time or part-
time work), and types of contracts (temporary or permanent 
contracts);

•	 Structure of Earnings Survey, which provides more detailed infor-
mation on the relationship between the level of earnings, individual 
characteristics of employees and their employer; 

•	 Labour Cost Survey, which provides detailed data on the structure 
and the level of labour costs, hours worked and hours paid.

Other labour market data such as those on job vacancies, gross and 
net earnings, minimum wages and labour market policies are gathered 
through a variety of other data collections. 

Education 
Education, vocational training and lifelong learning play a vital role in 
both an economic and social context. Education statistics cover a range 
of subjects, including expenditure, personnel, participation rates, and at-
tainment. The main source of data is a joint UNESCO/OECD/Eurostat 
questionnaire on education statistics, which is the basis for the core 
components of the Eurostat database on education statistics. Eurostat 
also collects data on regional enrolments and foreign language learn-
ing. Data on educational attainment and adult learning are mainly pro-
vided by household surveys, in particular the European Union labour 
force survey, which is complemented by an adult education survey.

Health
Health is a high priority for Europeans, who expect to have a long 
and healthy life, to be protected against illnesses and accidents and 
to receive appropriate health care. Accurate and detailed statistics 
on health have a key role for evidence-based decisions by national 
and European authorities and are a major tool for monitoring health 
policies. Health statistics include:

•	 Public health issues such as health status, health problems and health 
determinants, health care provision and resources, health care ex-
penditures and causes of death. There are several sources for these 
statistics, including the annual EU sur-
vey on income and social conditions, 
the five-yearly European health inter-
view survey, administrative data sourc-
es in the EU Member States, and the  
System of Health Accounts;

•	 Health and safety at work issues such 
as accidents at work and work-related 
health problems. These statistics are re-
ported from administrative data sources  
in the EU Member States, and work-
related health problems from surveys.
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Income and living conditions 
in Europe 
Edited by Anthony B. Atkinson  
and Eric Marlier

This book is about the incomes and living standards 
of the people of Europe. It treats employment, 
income inequality and poverty, housing, health, 
education, deprivation and social exclusion. The 
reader will learn about many of the social issues 
confronting Europe. How much income poverty 
is there in Europe? Is inequality increasing? Does 
a job guarantee escape from income poverty? 
How is Europe’s welfare state coping with the 
economic crisis? The book is a timely contribution 
to the Europe 2020 Agenda as it explores ‘the new 
landscape of EU targets’ and the implications for 
monitoring at EU and national levels. 

Evidence about these important issues comes 
primarily from the EU Statistics on Income and 
Living Conditions (EU-SILC), which represents a 
powerful instrument for the comparative analysis 
of the economic and social state of the EU as well as 
a growing number of non-EU European countries. 
The book is the result of the Network for the analysis 
of EU-SILC (Net-SILC), which was funded by the 
Statistical Office of the EU (Eurostat). Net-SILC 
was an ambitious initiative that brought together 
official statisticians responsible for producing 
statistics and researchers who use these data. 

By analysing statistics to examine the living 
conditions of European citizens we can learn 
how to produce more and better figures, and 
also how to develop evidence-based policies for 
better achieving social objectives.

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
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Health and safety at work  
in Europe (1999–2007)
A statistical portrait

This report presents a statistical portrait of health and 
safety at work in Europe from 1999 to 2007. It focuses 
on accidents at work, work-related health problems, 
occupational diseases and exposure to risk factors at 
work.

The publication aims to support the Community 
Strategy of the European Commission to improve health 
and safety at work in Europe. One of the main objectives 
of EU social policy is the creation of more jobs and jobs 
of better quality. A safe, healthy working environment 
is a crucial factor in the individual’s quality of life and is 
also a collective concern. Member State governments 
across the EU recognise the social and economic 
benefits of better health and safety at work.

Data from different European surveys and register based 
statistical systems are presented in this report, including 
the Labour Force Survey (LFS) (more specifically the ad 
hoc modules on safety and health at work), European 
Statistics on Accidents at Work (ESAW), European 
Occupational Diseases Statistics (EODS), the European 
Survey on Working Conditions (EWCS), and the 
European Survey of Enterprises on New and Emerging 
Risks (ESENER).  

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
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European Commission
Employment, Social Affairs and  
Equal Opportunities

European social statistics are also an integral part of the new 
European Union strategy (Europe 2020 strategy) to develop as a 
smarter, knowledge-based, greener economy, and deliver high 
levels of employment, productivity and social cohesion. This EU 
growth strategy for the coming decade sets targets in eight head-
line indicators. The progress achieved in implementing four of them 
(in the areas of employment, education and poverty/social exclu-
sion) is measured with help of social statistics. The indicators are 
available on the Eurostat website at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.
eu/portal/page/portal/europe_2020_indicators/headline_indicators

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsi_emp_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_rt_a&mode=view
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=edat_lfse_07&mode=view
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
mailto:estat-user-support@ec.europa.eu
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/europe_2020_indicators/headline_indicators
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Website
Information relating to European social statistics may be found on 
Eurostat’s website: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat. 

From the Eurostat homepage, all presented statistical themes may 
be accessed from the Statistics tab that is permanently available in 
the top menu bar. From there, you can select different social statistics 
under the Population and social conditions heading. This section 
provides access to Eurostat’s online databases, as well as access to the 
most recent publications relating to different topical issues. Some of 
the most important indicators derived from European social surveys 
are used to monitor employment and social policy. These are detailed 
within a dedicated section entitled Employment and social policy 
indicators. This section can also be accessed directly from the Sta-
tistics tab.

Statistics Explained, on Eurostat’s website, is another valuable source 
of information relating to European social statistics. The articles pre-
sented here give a clear overview of statistical topics, and together form 
an encyclopaedia of European statistics. They can be accessed at:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained

Eurostat’s website provides two main entry points to data:

Main tables – these are pre-defined tables where the axes of the ta-
bles are fixed. They present the key indicators and are refreshed au-
tomatically as a function of the data being loaded into the database. 

Database – this contains a complete set of available social statistics. 
The data presented may be extracted in a variety of formats and the 
user can freely select the information to be presented. 

Publications
Eurostat releases a range of publications (such as statistics in focus, 
pocketbooks, statistical books, methodologies and working papers, 
compact guides), all of which are free of charge on its website in PDF 
format; some of these are also available in German and French. 

Statistics in focus
•	 In 2009 a 6.5 % rise in per capita so-

cial protection expenditure matched a 
6.1 % drop in EU-27 GDP - 14/2012

•	 Asylum applicants and first instance 
decisions on asylum applications:  
second quarter 2011 - 11/2012

•	 23 % of EU citizens were at risk of 
poverty or social exclusion in 2010 
- 9/2012

•	 Circulatory diseases - Main causes of 
death for persons aged 65 and more 
in Europe, 2009 - 7/2012

Pocketbooks and Statistical books

•	 Labour market statistics

•	 Cultural statistics

•	 Key data on education in Europe 

•	 Active ageing and solidarity between 
generations

•	 Migrants in Europe. A statisti-
cal portrait of the first and second 
generation

•	 Health and safety at work in Europe 
(1999-2007) 

•	 Income and living conditions in  
Europe

Stat ist ics in focus Population and social conditions 

Authors: Hartmut BUCHOW, Elodie CAYOTTE 

and Lucian AGAFITEI 

7/2012

Circulatory diseases - Main causes of death for 
persons aged 65 and more in Europe, 2009 
For people of 65 years and older (65+), the main 
causes of death are circulatory diseases, such as 
ischaemic heart diseases and cerebrovascular 
diseases, followed by cancers. For those of less 
than 65 years there is a difference by gender: for 
men circulatory diseases prevail, while women die 
almost twice as often from cancers than from 
circulatory diseases. 

National and regional distributions of causes of 
death in people of 65+ indicate the following: 
- Circulatory diseases – eastern European 

countries have the highest death rates  

- Respiratory diseases – there is a heterogeneous 
distribution for this complex group of causes of 
death

- Lung cancer – this disease has the highest 
gender difference among the main causes of 
death, as it accounts for four times as many 
deaths in men as in women 

- Colorectal cancer – there are no striking 
regional or gender differences 

- Breast and prostate cancer – death rates show 
a considerable decrease over time 

Causes of death (COD) among the over-65 age-group 
are of increasing significance in European mortality 
statistics. A dramatic change in the nature of health 
care over the past century has resulted in longer life 
spans, but also greater prevalence of chronic illnesses. 
This has increased the demands on the health care 
system, particularly for the treatment of ongoing 
illnesses and for long-term care. In addition, public 

health programmes throughout Europe are largely 
aimed at the reduction of mortality before the age of 
65 by preventive measures. They promote a healthier 
life style with improved nutrition, lower tobacco and 
alcohol consumption, an increase in physical activity 
and reduction of professional risks. In 2009 more than 
3.8 million deaths in the EU-27 occurred after the age 
of 65, 80.3 % of total deaths.  

Figure 1: Major causes of death for persons under 65 years and aged 65 and more – standardised death rates 
(SDR) per 100 000 inhabitants, EU-27, 2009 

Source: Eurostat (online data code: hlth_cd_asdr)
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23 % of EU citizens were at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion in 2010 
In 2010 as in 2009, around 23 % of the 
European population were considered to be at 
risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE), 
according to the definition adopted for the 
Europe 2020 strategy. The AROPE indicator is 
defined as the share of the population in at least 
one of the following three conditions: 1) at risk 
of poverty, meaning below the poverty 
threshold, 2) in a situation of severe material 
deprivation, 3) living in a household with a very 
low work intensity1.
With a rate of 26.9 % in EU-27, children were at 
greater risk of poverty or social exclusion in 2010 
than the rest of the population in 21 of the  
25 Member States for which data are available. 
The only exceptions were Denmark, Slovenia, 
Finland and Sweden. 
Concerning the single components of the 
AROPE indicator, in 2010, as in 2009 around  

1 see methodological notes

16 % of the European population were at risk of 
poverty, meaning below the poverty threshold. 
8 % of Europeans were severely materially 
deprived (stable compared with 2009) and 36 % 
stated they would be unable to cope with 
unexpected expenses (an increase of 1 percentage 
point (pp) compared with 2009). 

Around 10 % of people aged 0-59 could be 
considered as living in a household with very 
low work intensity in 2010 (increase of 0.9 pp 
compared with 2009). 
All figures are based on EU-SILC (Statistics on 
Income and Living Conditions). 

In 2010, approximately 115.5 million people in the 
EU-27 (23 %) were at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion (AROPE). This figure, calculated as a 
weighted average of national results, masks 
considerable variation between Member States. At 
one extreme, the Member States with the highest 
AROPE rates were Bulgaria (42 %), Romania 
(41 %), Latvia (38 %), Lithuania (33 %) and 
Hungary (30 %).  

Figure 1: People at risk of poverty or social exclusion (%), 2009 and 2010 
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In 2009 a 6.5 % rise in per capita social protection 
expenditure matched a 6.1 % drop in EU-27 GDP 
Expenditure on social protection consists mostly 
of payments for social protection benefits, which 
are transfers to individuals or households 
covering a set of risks or needs. In 2009, these 
transfers represented 28.4 % of the EU-27's 
GDP. Among social protection benefits, those 
paid in cash and those allocated regardless of 
the beneficiaries' income level predominated. 

Between 2008 and 2009, in the EA-17 – the 
geographical aggregate representing the group 
of countries using the euro as from 1st January 
2011 – expenditure on social protection, as a 
percentage of GDP, rose by 2.7 percentage 
points. This was the combined effect of a 
considerable drop in GDP (- 3.3 %) and a 
substantial increase in social protection 
expenditure (+6.3 %). This combined effect had 
more impact at EU-27 level, where the 
expenditure per capita on social protection grew 
by +6.5 % and the GDP decreased by -6.1 %.  

In 2009, the financing of social protection in the 
EU-27 favoured social security contributions 
(56.8 % of total receipts), over general 
government funding (39.1 % of total receipts). 

According to 2009 data, gross expenditure on 
social protection (see the definition in the 
methodological notes) accounted for 29.5 % of the 
EU-27's GDP; within the EA-17 the gross cost of 
social protection reached 30.2 % of GDP 
(Figure 1). 

Countries exhibit significant differences in the 
level of expenditure on social protection. Denmark 
(33.4 %), France (33.1 %), and Sweden (32.1 %) 
spent the largest proportion of their GDP, 
following a well established trend. By contrast, 
Latvia (16.9 %), Romania (17.1 %) and Bulgaria 
(17.2 %) were the countries with the lowest ratios. 

Figure 1: Expenditure on social protection as a percentage of GDP, 2009 
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Asylum applicants and first instance decisions on 
asylum applications: second quarter 2011 
Nearly 25 % more asylum applicants in the EU-27 during the 
second quarter of 2011, compared with the second quarter of 2010 
There was a large increase in asylum applicants 
in the second quarter of 2011 compared with the 
same quarter of the previous year1. Nearly 
69 000 asylum seekers applied for asylum in the 
EU-27. This represents an increase of about 
12 800, or 23 per cent more compared with the 
second quarter of 2010. 

Reflecting the civil and political crises in North 
Africa, the number of asylum applicants in 
Malta increased by a factor of 56. Accordingly, 
the citizenships recording the highest relative 
increases in applicants were Tunisians and 
Libyans, increasing by six times and five times 
respectively. 

Persons from 142 countries applied for a type of 
international protection in the EU-27, with 
Afghans, Russians and Iraqis lodging the 
                                                     
1 The analysis of this publication refers only to annual changes 
between the second quarter of 2011 and the second quarter of 2010, 
unless otherwise stated. 

highest numbers of asylum applications in 
absolute terms (6 460, 3 900 and 3 465 
respectively). 

Three main destination countries - France, 
Germany and Belgium - accepted about half of 
all asylum applications in the EU-27 in the 
second quarter of 2011 (14 505, 10 820 and 7 160 
respectively). These three countries were also 
the main destination countries in the previous 
quarter.

Italy and Belgium recorded the highest 
increases of asylum applicants in absolute terms 
(4 225 and 2 255 more respectively). 

Approximately 57 000 first instance decisions on 
asylum applications were issued, of which a 
quarter were positive, granting a protection 
status. Of every 10 positive decisions, around 5 
granted refugee status, compared to 4 granting 
subsidiary protection status and 1 granting 
protection for humanitarian reasons.

Figure 1: Asylum applicants, EU-27, January 2010 – June 2011 
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Labour market statistics
2011 edition

This Labour market statistics pocketbook aims to 
highlight various aspects of the labour markets 
in Europe. The statistics shown refer to the labour 
market situation of individuals and households, 
their gross and net earnings as well as the labour 
cost incurred by enterprises, to labour demand, 
and labour market policy interventions.

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
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Cultural statistics
2011 edition

This second edition of the ‘Cultural statistics’ 
pocketbook presents comparable data on culture 
available in the EU-27, EFTA and candidate 
countries. It comprises data on cultural heritage, 
the economic situation in cultural sectors, 
employment in cultural sectors and occupations, 
external trade in cultural goods, cultural 
participation and household expenditure on 
culture. The data have been extracted from Eurostat 
databases, and additional contextual information 
has been included to provide further insight.

The methodological notes aim to provide the 
reader with definitions and information on the 
data sources, in particular how cultural items can 
be distinguished in statistical classifications used in 
different data collections.

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
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Active ageing and  
solidarity between generations

A statistical portrait of  
the European Union 2012

The European Union’s population structure is 
changing and becoming progressively older – at 
the beginning of 2010, there were 87 million 
people aged 65 and over in the EU, more than 17 % 
of the total population.

In response to demographic challenges being 
faced within Europe, the European Union 
designated 2012 as the European Year for Active 
Ageing and Solidarity between Generations. 
The overall objective of the European Year is 
to facilitate the creation of an active ageing 
culture in Europe based on a society for all ages. 
As Europeans live longer and healthier lives, 
governments are looking for ways to involve 
older persons more in society and to keep them 
active. Eurostat is marking the European Year by 
publishing this book which contains statistics on 
topics such as demography, healthcare, pensions, 
volunteering and adult learning.

Eurostat online data codes are included under 
each table and figure as part of the source – these 
can be used to obtain direct access to the most 
recent data on the Eurostat website:

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
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Table 1: Population structure indicators, 1st January 2011

Population 
(million)

Median age  
of population (1)

Old-age 
dependency ratio  

(%) (1)

EU-27  502.48  40.9  25.9

EA-17  331.95  41.7  27.5

Belgium  10.95  40.9  26.0

Bulgaria  7.50  41.6  25.9

Czech Republic  10.53  39.6  22.2

Denmark  5.56  40.6  25.7

Germany  81.75  44.6  31.2

Estonia  1.34  39.7  25.2

Ireland  4.48  34.7  17.4

Greece  11.31  42.1  29.0

Spain  46.15  40.3  25.2

France  65.05  40.0  25.9

Italy  60.63  43.5  30.9

Cyprus  0.80  36.2  18.6

Latvia  2.23  40.4  25.2

Lithuania  3.24  40.0  24.1

Luxembourg  0.51  39.0  20.3

Hungary  9.99  40.1  24.4

Malta  0.42  39.5  22.4

Netherlands  16.66  41.0  23.3

Austria  8.40  42.0  26.0

Poland  38.20  38.0  19.0

Portugal  10.64  41.1  27.2

Romania  21.41  38.3  21.4

Slovenia  2.05  41.7  23.9

Slovakia  5.44  37.2  17.1

Finland  5.38  42.1  26.5

Sweden  9.42  40.8  28.4

United Kingdom  62.44  39.7  25.2

Iceland  0.32  35.0  18.4

Liechtenstein  0.04  41.2  19.8

Norway  4.92  38.7  22.8

Switzerland  7.87  41.6  24.9

Montenegro  0.62  36.5  18.6

Croatia  4.41  41.5  25.4

FYR of Macedonia  2.06  36.1  16.5

Turkey  73.72  29.3  10.8

Old-age dependency ratio - population aged 65 and over to population aged 15 to 64.
(1) EU-27, EA-17, Belgium, Cyprus and Romania - 2010 data.
Source: Eurostat (on line data codes: demo_pjan, demo_pjanind)

Table 2: Life expectancy at birth and healthy life years at birth, 2010
(years)

Life expectancy  
at birth (1) Healthy life years at birth

Men Women Men Women

EU-27 76.7 82.6 61.7 62.6

EA-17 78.0 83.7 : :

Belgium 77.6 83.0 64.0 62.6

Bulgaria 70.3 77.4 63.0 67.2

Czech Republic 74.5 80.9 62.2 64.6

Denmark 77.2 81.4 62.3 61.9

Germany 78.0 83.0 57.9 58.6

Estonia 70.6 80.8 54.0 58.1

Ireland 78.7 83.2 65.9 66.9

Greece 78.4 82.8 66.4 67.6

Spain 79.1 85.3 64.3 63.7

France 78.3 85.3 61.9 63.5

Italy 79.4 84.6 67.3 67.3

Cyprus 78.6 83.6 65.1 64.9

Latvia 68.6 78.4 53.5 56.5

Lithuania 68.0 78.9 57.7 62.3

Luxembourg 77.9 83.5 64.5 66.0

Hungary 70.7 78.6 56.4 58.6

Malta 79.2 83.6 70.2 71.6

Netherlands 78.9 83.0 61.1 60.2

Austria 77.9 83.5 59.3 60.7

Poland 72.1 80.7 58.5 62.2

Portugal 76.7 82.8 59.2 56.6

Romania 69.8 77.4 57.4 57.4

Slovenia 76.4 83.1 53.2 54.5

Slovakia 71.7 79.3 52.3 52.1

Finland 76.9 83.5 58.5 57.8

Sweden 79.6 83.6 71.7 71.0

United Kingdom 78.6 82.6 64.9 65.6

Iceland 79.8 84.1 69.3 67.9

Liechtenstein 79.5 84.3 : :

Norway 79.0 83.3 69.6 69.7

Switzerland 80.3 84.9 65.5 63.5

Montenegro 73.5 78.4 : :

Croatia 73.5 79.9 57.4 60.6

FYR of Macedonia 72.9 77.2 : :

Turkey 73.3 78.8 : :

(1) EU-27, EA-17, Italy, Cyprus, Romania and Turkey - 2009 data.
Source: Eurostat (on line data codes: demo_mlexpec, hlth_hlye)

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsi_emp_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_rt_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_ltu_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=edat_lfse_07&mode=view
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
mailto:estat-user-support@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=demo_pjan&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=demo_pjanind&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=demo_mlexpec&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=hlth_hlye&mode=view


Table 3: Labour market statistics, 2011 (1)
(%)

Employment rate Unemployment rate

Men Women Total
Youth aged 

15-24
Long-term 

EU-27  70.1  58.5  9.7  21.4  4.1

EA-17  70.3  58.2  10.2  20.8  4.6

Belgium  67.1  56.7  7.2  18.7  3.5

Bulgaria  60.9  56.2  11.2  26.6  6.3

Czech Republic  74.0  57.2  6.7  18.0  2.7

Denmark  75.9  70.4  7.6  14.2  1.8

Germany  77.3  67.7  5.9  8.6  2.8

Estonia  67.7  62.8  12.5  22.3  7.1

Ireland  63.1  55.4  14.4  29.4  8.6

Greece  65.9  45.1  17.7  44.4  8.8

Spain  63.2  52.0  21.7  46.4  9.0

France  68.1  59.7  9.7  22.9  4.0

Italy  67.5  46.5  8.4  29.1  4.4

Cyprus  74.7  61.6  7.8  22.4  1.6

Latvia  62.9  60.8  15.4  29.1  8.4

Lithuania  60.9  60.5  15.4  32.9  8.0

Luxembourg  72.1  56.9  4.8  15.6  1.4

Hungary  61.2  50.6  10.9  26.1  5.2

Malta  73.6  41.0  6.5  13.7  3.0

Netherlands  79.8  69.9  4.4  7.6  1.5

Austria  77.8  66.5  4.2  8.3  1.1

Poland  66.3  53.1  9.7  25.8  3.6

Portugal  68.1  60.4  12.9  30.1  6.2

Romania  65.0  52.0  7.4  23.7  3.1

Slovenia  67.7  60.9  8.2  15.7  3.6

Slovakia  66.3  52.7  13.5  33.2  9.2

Finland  70.6  67.4  7.8  20.1  1.7

Sweden  76.3  71.8  7.5  22.9  1.4

United 
Kingdom

 74.5  64.5  8.0  21.1  2.7

Iceland  80.3  76.6  7.1  14.6  1.7

Norway  77.1  73.4  3.3  8.6  0.8

Switzerland  85.3  73.2  :  :  :

Croatia  57.9  47.0  13.5  36.1  8.6

FYR of 
Macedonia

 52.3  35.3  :  :  :

Turkey  69.2  27.8  8.8  16.8  2.1

(1) Employment rate for population aged 15-64; unemployment in % of active population.
Source: Eurostat (on line data codes: lfsi_emp_a, une_rt_a, une_ltu_a)

Figure 1: Proportion of population being at risk of poverty  
or social exclusion, 2010
(%)
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Source: Eurostat (on line data code: ilc_peps01)

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsi_emp_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_rt_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_ltu_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=edat_lfse_07&mode=view
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/search_database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
mailto:estat-user-support@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=ilc_peps01&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsi_emp_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_rt_a&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=une_ltu_a&mode=view


Figure 2: Proportion of population aged 30-34 having tertiary 
educational attainment, 2010
(%)
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(1) Provisional data.
Source: Eurostat (on line data code: edat_lfse_07)

Eurostat, the statistical office  
of the European Union
Eurostat publishes official, harmonised statistics on the European 
Union (EU) and the euro area which offer an objective portrayal 
of social trends. Furthermore, some of the indicators are published 
for candidate countries and other non-member countries.

Eurostat collects data from national statistical institutes and the 
statistics are harmonised according to Europe-wide methodolo-
gies. Data are, therefore, genuinely comparable across the whole 
of the EU.

Symbols and abbreviations

: not available

Figures in italics are provisional or Eurostat estimates.

Extraction date

Data were extracted on:  22 May 2012

The most recent data is available at 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/
search_database

Data codes

The Eurostat online data code, which is given as part of the source 
for tables and figures, provides users with a quick and efficient way 
of accessing the most up to date statistics. When used through the 
‘search’ facility of Eurostat’s website, each data code directs users 
to the corresponding dataset offering the freshest data and longer 
time-series.

For more information

Eurostat
Statistical office of the European Union
5, rue Alphonse Weicker
2721 Luxembourg
LUXEMBOURG
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
E-mail: estat-user-support@ec.europa.eu
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